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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 OTTAWA 07073 051451Z 
ACTION EB-08 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO OC-06 CCO-OO SSO-OO NSCE-00 
USIE-00 INRE-00 CAB-05 CIAE-00 COME-OO DODE-OO 
DOTE-OO INR-07 NSAE-00 FAA-00 PM-05 H-02 L-03 
NSC-05 PA-02 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 LAB-04 SIL-01 
A-01 SY-05 OPR-02 10-14 OMB-Ol TRSE-00 /102W 

112628 051500Z/44 

O051443Z AUG 77 
FM AMEMBASSY OTTAWA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 4352 
INFO AMCONSUL CALGARY IMMEDIATE 
AMCONSUL HALIFAX IMMEDIATE 
AMCONSUL MONTREAL IMMEDIATE 
AMCONSUL QUEBEC IMMEDIATE 
AMCONSUL TORONTO IMMEDIATE 
AMCONSUL VANCOUVER IMMEDIATE 
AMCONSUL WINNIPEG IMMEDIATE 

UNCLAS OTTAWA 07073 

PASS FAA 

E.O. 11652:N/A 
TAGS: EAIR, ELAB, CA 

SUBJECT: ROTATING STRIKES LIKELY AFTER AIR CONTROLLERS' 

NEGOTIATIONS BREAK DOWN 

REF: OTTAWA 6883 

1 . CONTRACT NEGOTIATIONS BETWEEN MINISTRY OF TRANSPORT 
(MOT) AND CANADIAN AIR TRAFFIC CONTROL ASSOCIATION (CATCA) 

BROKE DOWN LAST NIGHT PRIMARILY OVER MONETARY ISSUES WHERE 
PARTIES WERE APPROXIMATELY 5 PERCENT APART. (MOT OFFER 

7.4 PERCENT; CATCA DEMAND 12.6 PERCENT.) SINCE CATCA 
REQUIRES 96 HOURS FOR CONTRACT RATIFICATION, SUCCESSFUL 
CONCLUSION OF NEGOTIATIONS TODAY OR TOMORROW, WHICH NOW 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 OTTAWA 07073 051451Z 

APPEARS MOST UNLIKELY, WOULD NOT LEAVE SUFFICIENT TIME TO 
OBTAIN MEMBERSHIP APPROVAL PRIOR TD AUGUST 8 MIDNIGHT 
STRIKE DEADLINE. CONSEQUENTLY, CATCA PRESIDENT LIVINGSTON 
ANNOUNCED BEGINNING OF ROTATING STRIKES BY REGIONS ANY- 
TIME AFTER STRIKE DEADLINE. 

2. TRANSPORT MINISTER LANG STATED PUBLICLY THAT CABINET 
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WILL MEET THIS MRONING (AUG. 5) TO CONSIDER SEEKING ANTI- 
STRIKE INJUNCTION. IN AUG. 3 DISCUSSIONS WITH CATCA. 

MOT OFFICIALS POINTED OUT POTENTIALLY ADVERSE EFFECTS FOR 
INTERNATIONAL AIR TRAFFIC IF WORKSTOPPAGE AT GANDER 
OCCURRED. CATCA MEETING WITH MOT AGAIN THIS AFTERNOON 
ON AIR SAFETY QUESTIONS. WE WERE TOLD BY CATCA VICE- 
PRESIDENT TONNER THAT CONTROLLERS WANT TO INSURE AIR 
SAFETY AND ARE PREPARED TO BE FLEXIBLE ON SIX-HOUR 
MINIMUM STRIKE NOTICE, PARTICULARLY FOR GANDER. ACCORDING 
TO DEPUTY DIRECTOR GENERAL CIVIL AERONAUTICS. FINLEY, 

MOT FEELS THAT MINIMUM OF 12 HOURS NOTICE REQUIRED FOR 
TRANS-OCEANIC FLIGHTS. 

3. MOT ALSO CONSIDERING CLOSING DOWN ENTIRE SYSTEM IF IT 
TURNS OUT THAT STRIKE MIGHT CREATE HAZARDS. IN THAT EVENT, 
SOME SERVICES ACROSS CANADA WILL BE MAINTAINED USING 
SUPERVISORY PERSONNEL AS CONTROLLERS. 

4. FINLEY TOLD US THAT TELEX WAS SENT YESTERDAY (AUG. 4) 

TO AIR TRAFFIC SERVICES, FAA, ADVISING OF STRIKE POSSIBILITY. 
ENDERS 
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